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Cressi-sub trAvelight
story line the travelight packs down to the size of a pillow, 
thanks to a backpack that can be folded in half and secured by 
a simple velcro strap. key features the travelight boasts a wrap-
around air cell and ultralightweight materials. lift capacity, at 30 
pounds, gives warm-water divers enough buoyancy with cush-
ion to spare. Front-adjustable buckles, adjustable cummerbund, 
padded backpack and soft neoprene neck trim all aid in fit and 
comfort. cressi-sub’s integrated lock Aid weight system (2x10 re-
leasable, 2x5 trim) holds ballast securely, and two zippered cargo 
pockets hold everything else. two shoulder and one rear dump 
valve make for easy buoyancy adjustments. diver impressions 
Nothing packs smaller than the travelight (although some come 
close), which weighs only 5.5 pounds. the flexible backpack does 
lack some cushion though. in-water performance is near perfect, 
with great swimming position and surface stability. We were also 
surprised by the generous capacity of the cargo pockets for such 
a trim bc. this is a fantastic bc for divers looking to shed every 
available ounce. msrp $444 contact cressisubusa.com  151

sCubApro equAtor
story line this front-adjustable jacket gives superb surface 
stability yet maintains a travel-friendly profile. key features 
scUbAPRo’s jacket-design bladder delivers a great balance of 
lift all around the diver. the adjustable shoulder straps feature 
a swiveling buckle to prevent binding and enable a more-custom 
fit. the interior has a padded backpack and soft neoprene trim 
at the neck for added comfort, especially when diving without a 
wetsuit. the Equator also uses scUbAPRo’s unique integrated- 
weight pockets, which employ low-profile “squeeze” clips to 
keep pockets in place. two large, zippered cargo pockets hold 
accessories, as do a complement of D-rings. diver impressions 
the Equator scores high marks for fit and feel. the bc, se-
cure when properly adjusted, stays in place the whole dive. 
the wraparound air cell gives perfect surface stability, so you 
can wait for the dive boat in total relaxation. We’re also fans 
of scUbAPRo’s weight pockets, because they feel so low pro-
file and are effortless to load. Finally, it’s worth noting that 
all the Equator’s dump valves are easy to locate and operate. 
msrp $572 contact scubapro.com  155

tusA bCJ-1650 pAssAge integrAted
story line the Passage is not a new entry in the travel-bc 
market, but it’s unique. it might be the pinnacle of simple func-
tionality in our sample group (and definitely wins the price war), 
yet still offers integrated weights and more. key features A 
wraparound air cell provides lift on all sides of the diver, which 
enhances surface stability and allows for plenty of buoyancy 
(38 pounds, size l). tusa’s integrated stabilizing harness signif-
icantly reduces weight and bulk. in fact, this unit tips the scales 
at only 5.39 pounds in its largest size. two large zippered pock-
ets and a full set of D-rings handle gear storage. last but not 
least is the Passage Weight loading system, with its ultrasleek 
and lightweight integrated-weight pockets. diver impressions 
We like the Passage, especially given its extremely modest price. 
And it packs amazingly flat. the integrated-weight pockets are 
simply pockets-in-pockets securely held in place by velcro fas-
teners. We love that simplicity. Another plus for the Passage is 
its two large, zippered cargo pockets, which are easy to dig into 
while diving. in-water trim and topside stability are both solid. 
Underwater, the Passage prefers a horizontal, head-slightly-
up position and would “encourage” the diver to that attitude if 
swimming any other way. msrp $359 contact tusa.com  157

mAres pegAsus
story line Mares’ Pegasus specializes in high-capacity lift in an ul-
trastreamlined harness. key features Mares has gone an extra 
step: An effective bladder-retention system uses retractable 
cords to keep the bladder tucked in at all times to promote bet-
ter streamlining. Also complementing this low-profile approach 
is a lightweight backplate and minimal harness, which features 
preshaped shoulder straps, a dual-position chest strap and three 
D-rings for accessories. A roll-down zippered pocket on one side 
holds additional cargo. Finally, the MRs integrated-weight sys-
tem holds up to 13 pounds per side and is designed to click shut 
with ease for simple loading. diver impressions For those who like 
or need extra lift in a travel bc, this is a great choice. We like the 
bladder-control system, which is effective without being cum-
bersome, and the higher lift capacity. this translates into slightly 
extra bulk at the weight pockets. in-water trim is good, although 
surface stability is a bit tippy, as expected with a rear-mounted 
air cell. but, this could be alleviated by using the double crotch 
strap. msrp $425 contact mares.com  153

Living Light here are a few tips to help with the switch from a wraparound air cell to a small, back-mount model: 
If you’re missing the cushion, pair your travel BC with a good shorty or 3 mm wetsuit that offers a thicker spine pad. •  If fac-
ing limited cargo space, wean yourself off all those diving accessories. • Feeling tipsy? Find a model that places weight pockets 
where your body needs them to help promote a more-vertical surface position. • With a little experience, it will come naturally. 
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